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Venerable Master's Message
The year is off to a great start! Our first Stated Meeting dinner with 
the new officers took place in February, featuring the introduction of 
the officers and their wives. The meeting was a great success, high-
lighted by a wonderful oration from Honorable James Achenbach, 32°, 
KCCH. The Lodge of Perfection once again won this year’s atten-
dance award—perhaps for the second or third year in a row!

Officers, please remember to sign in when you arrive and help break 
the Lodge of Perfection streak. Officer attendance is vital in supporting 
our membership. The more active we are, the stronger our Valley be-
comes—and we all want a strong Valley. Success builds on success.
What a Robert Burns celebration! We hosted an outstanding event 
with close to two hundred members of the fraternity, their families, and 
friends in attendance. It was especially nice to see Maureen McInnis 
and her family join us.

The silent auction was a tremendous success, featuring forty-eight 
items that helped raise funds for the Childhood Language Center. Do-
nations included Scottish whisky, wine, artwork, and even a children’s 
golf bag and clubs! The musicians and the young dancers were simply 
wonderful. And I think we can all agree that Ill:. David Rathgeber con-
tinues to improve with age—much like the fine whisky enjoyed by the 
laddies and lassies throughout the evening. If you missed this year’s 
celebration, be sure to plan ahead for next year. Make your reserva-
tions early—the event sells out quickly!

Our next event was the first SGIG meeting of the year. We hold four 
each year, and officer involvement is required. If you are interested in 
learning more about what it takes to run the bodies of the Valley of San 
Diego, please attend. This event is for Scottish Rite members only, 
and reservations can be made through the website.

A few final reminders:

•	 Please begin speaking with Blue Lodge members about our 
upcoming degrees in May. We need to build momentum and 
attract new members. 

•	 The Navy SEAL Museum social event will be held on March 21 
near the Santa Fe Train Station. I hope to see you there. 

•	 Coffee and Donuts with the Venerable Master is April 11. 

•	 The Extinguishing and Relighting of the Lights will take place 
April 1 and April 5.

The Extinguishing of the Lights symbolizes mourning and darkness, 
while the Relighting represents hope and rebirth. The Brethren of your 
local Valley devote considerable time and effort to make this ceremony 
meaningful. Please plan to attend and support their work.

Finally, if you know of someone in need of assistance, please con-
tact Masonic Outreach Services at 888-466-3642. The number is also 
printed on the back of your dues receipt.

Let us continue building momentum and making this a strong and suc-
cessful year for our Valley.

On the level my Brothers,
Michael J. Singer
Venerable Master
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George Frame
Claude H Morrison #747

John Milliman
John R Heisner #442

Charles Parkinson
Vista #687

Soft and safe to thee, my Brother, 
be thy resting place!

IN MEMORIAM

CIRCLE OF CONCERNCIRCLE OF CONCERN

BALKIN, Herschel GEROZA, Redento B
BAUERSFELD, Richard HELT, James F.

CARLSON, Richard J HODGE, Carmin
CARTER, Harold N. KOREY, Arnold L
COOK, Richard H. LASERNA, Rafael C.
DOMINGO, Bernardo P. McGRATH, Jim
FEEZELL, James D. SALDANO, Richard M.
GEORGE, Mike

Last month's picture was:
Hon. Robert Dockery, KCCH

Who AreWho Are
You?You?

Can you name this 
Scottish Rite Mason?

If you would like to submit younger pictures of your-
self for this fun section of the  Bulletin, please send 
them to:
JoJo Quimpo - Email: jojo@sd-src.org
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RiteCare Childhood Language 
Center of San Diego

 
Director / Speech Pathologist:  Tina Burns

Administrative Assistant: Julie Croft 
www.casrf.org/sandiego

Donations may be made by a group, an organization, a 
couple or an individual, and may be made in honor of, or 
in memory of someone held in particular esteem by the 
donor.  All donors are recognized in the Bulletin.

Thank You To Our January 2026 Donors

Anniversary Club

Cesario Betita
Steven Bumgarner
Severo Castillo
Erich Corduan
Isagani Custodia
Tony Garcia
Charlie Haselwood
Hector Heredia
Joel Ignacio
Edgar Inocentes
Bryan Kukuk
Peter Larrabee
Klaus Thiele
Craig Miller
William Mangum
Carl Russell
Paul Smith
Gary Stephen
Derek Cameron Vojtko

365 Club
 

Perfect Donor Program

Urivan Flores-Saaib

Let’s Talk Club

Jon & Nicloe Nevin

Chairmans’s Gold Club

New HelpNew Help
For theFor the

TeamTeam

This January, we welcomed a new face to the 
RiteCare Childhood Language Center. Madi-
son is joining us as a graduate student clini-
cian from San Diego State University.

Becoming a licensed Speech-Language Pa-
thologist is a lengthy process, and one impor-
tant step is earning a master’s degree in the 
field. As part of their training, graduate stu-
dents must complete a variety of externships 
to gain experience in different settings, work-
ing closely with and learning from licensed 
Speech-Language Pathologists. These expe-
riences allow graduate student clinicians to 
gain real-life, hands-on experience under the 
guidance and supervision of an SLP. These 
clinical placements also give our team at 
RiteCare the opportunity to give back to our 
profession by helping train the next genera-
tion of Speech-Language Pathologists

Madison is currently in her second year of 
the program and is expected to graduate this 
spring. She has previously completed place-
ments supporting children across a broad 
range of ages and needs. Madison will be at 
our Center Monday through Thursday through 
early May.

Welcome, Madison!

News from the Center
from Tina Burns , M.A., CCC-SLP



(L to R) Michael J. Singer, 32°, Venerable Master; Charles F. Hogquist, 32°, Senior Warden; Carlos D. Buzon II, 32°,Junior Warden; Rudy F. Nobleza, 
32°, Orator;  David G. Rathgeber, 33°, Expert; Donald C. Browning, 32°, Assistant Expert; Dennis W. Brown, 32°, Captain of the Host. (Not pictured: 
Richard J. Carlson, 33°, Master of Ceremonies)

(L to R) David G. Vassall, 32°, Wise Master; Albert L. Kellner, 33° , Senior Warden; Paul T. Chouinard, 32°, Junior Warden; Rodrigo E. Cuevas, 32° 
, Orator;  Robert L. Dockery, 32°, KCCH  (Not Pictured: Emiliano P. Guilas, 32°, Master of Ceremonies; Expert; Michial S. Warrington, 32°, Standard 
Bearer; ​Steven D. Lerner, 32°, Guardian of the Temple)

(L to R) Randy A. Rojas, 32°, Commander; Urivan Flores Saaib, 32°, 1st Lt Commander; Abraham B. Ravitch, 32°, KCCH, 2nd Lt Commander; Sammy 
Cashman, 32°, Chancellor; James J. Achenbach, 32°, KCCH, Orator;  Christian Edward Moreno, 32°, Draper; Nameer Jalal Khadhoori, 32°, 1st Deacon. 
(Not Pictured: De Andre E. L. Simmons, 32°, Master of Ceremonies; Reouel S. Tenderro, 32°, KCCH, 2nd Deacon)
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2026 Scottish Rite Officers 

L o d g e  o f  P e r f e c t i o n

C h a p t e r  o f  R o s e  C r o i x

C o u n c i l  o f  K a d o s h



(L to R) Eric B. Fuller, 32°, Prior; David Jadda, 32°, Preceptor; J. Alfonso Martinez, 32°, Chancellor; Fernando A. Lopez-Castillo, 32°, Orator; Jesus 
Amante Centillas, Jr., 32°, Master of Ceremonies; Raul Luna, Sr., 32° , Expert; Ivan Martir, 32°, Captain of the Guard.
Not Pictured: Edgar C. Faralan, 32°, Master of Kadosh; Carlos Rudametkin, 32°, Minister of State ; Neil A. D. Ignacio, 32°, Assistant Expert) 

On Monday, 23 January, Illustrious David G Rathgeber, Lt. Col. USMC Retired, 
presented the Scottish Rite Junior ROTC medal to Cadet Layla Cortez at the 
Fallbrook HIgh School Marine Corps JROTC awards and promotion ceremony.  
 
Each year our Valley presents this award to an outstanding cadet at JROTC 
ceremonies across San Diego County. The award is recognized by Headquarters 
Marine Corps, and is on the precedence list for cadets along with awards from 
the VFW, Purple Heart Association, Sojourners, and others.  
 
Cadet Cortez is a sophomore who demonstrates outstanding leadership and 
teamwork, and is very deserving of this award. She plans to participate in JROTC 
for her entire 4 years at Fallbrook High School, and after graduating hopes to 
continue her education with a goal of becoming a neurosurgeon.

JROTC AwardsJROTC Awards

Scholarship Program
Each year, the San Diego Scottish Rite Community Foundation 
awards scholarships to one or more eligible seniors who will grad-
uate from a high school in San Diego County or Imperial County.

Scholarship recipients are chosen based on a variety of factors, 
including academic achievement, leadership, character, capa-
bility, citizenship, and need. 

Eligibility:
•	 The program is open to all students who have attained se-

nior standing in and are graduating from high schools in 
San Diego or Imperial Counties. 

•	 Applicants must be planning to enter an accredited four 
year college or university, two year community college or 
professional school.

•	 Sponsorship by a member of the San Diego or Imperial 
Valley  Scottish Rite Bodies is required.

 

​If you have any questions, please contact one of the following:
•	 ​JoJo Quimpo, Personal Representativefor the Valley of 

San Diego  (619-293-4888)
•	 Keith Meeker, Chairman Scottish Rite Community Foun-

dation Scholarship Committee (619-293-4888)

Application forms are available through the San Diego Scottish 
Rite website ( https://www.scottishritesandiego.org) . If you are 
interested, download the application, complete the application 
form, and follow the directions to submit the application pack-
age.

Note: Applications must be received by Friday, May 29, 2026.
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C o n s i s t o r y
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Extinguishing of the 

Lights Ceremony

Date: April, 1st
Dinner: 6:00 PM

Ceremony: 7:15 PM

Guest Speaker:  
Hon. Doug Ford, KCCH 

 
Reservations for dinner must be made by March 27th

Relighting of the
Lights Ceremony

Date: April, 5th
Ceremony: 8:00 AM

Guest Speaker:  
Ill:. Mark Doubleday, 33°



Contact Richard Nowacki, 32°, KCCH  
at 202-232-3579 or   

rnowacki@scottishrite.org

PRELATE’S MESSAGE
 
Almighty Father,

We lift our voices in thanks 
and praise for the many 
blessings You have be-
stowed.  Give us both the 
wisdom and humility to chan-
nel those blessings to others. 

Help us to use the talents and resources of this Scottish 
Rite Valley to meet our Masonic obligations.   Amen

Ill:. Davis Winesett, 33°
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Charitable Giving
MADE EASY!

Generate income for you and your family 
and help the charity of your choice through a 

Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA).

When you make a donation of $5,000 or more to our 
CGA program, you will receive quarterly income based 
on your age and the corresponding rate as set by the 

American Council on Gift Annuities.

Benefits of a CGA*
• Fixed income for life

• Significant tax deduction

• Competitive rate of return

• Capital gains tax advantage
* Gift Annuities are not available in some states.

Choose Your Charity
• Rebuilding the Temple Campaign

• Scholarships

• California Scottish Rite Foundation

Example:
$10,000 Gift Annuity

Age 50 4.6%

Age 60 5.2%

AGE 70 6.3%

AGE 80 8.1%

AGE 90 10.1%

These fixed rates, current as of 
5/22/18, are for a single life Gift 
Annuity. Chart is for illustrative 

purposes only.

To learn more about the CGA Program, please contact Major Donor Officer Donald 
W. Heath, 33°, CFP at 1-858-335-2070 or dheath@scottishrite.org.

Crest Home Care 
10315 Thanksgiving Ln 
San Diego, CA 92126 

Phone: 619-887-2273 

Fax: 619-460-5821 

Email: contact@cresthcs.com 

WWW Of''ltlK". COlll 
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DAVID JADDA 
Enrolled Agent /Tax Accountant 

Tax Preparation ,Tax Resolution & Audits 
Licensed T hrough Dept of Treasury & Internal Revenue Service 

9655 Granite Ridge Dr, Ste 200 
San Diego, CA 92123 

TEL: 858-717-8020 
CELL: 31 0-359-3639 

WWW.SANDIEGOVIPTAXES.COM 

Perfect Donors

Ill. Arnold L. Meloche, 33°
 Ill. John O. McQuown, 33°
John W. Davis, 32°
Ill. Richard Chavez, 33°
David L. Price, 32°
Hon. Kevin Day, 32°, KCCH
Hon. James Achenbach, 32°, KCCH
Carlos Buzon, 32°
Aurora Vega-Buzon
Amanda Thompson-Buzon
Michael J. Singer, 32°

Business Partner Solicitation – AEOLUS AIR DEVICES

AEOLUS AIR DEVICES, an innovative 
startup with two granted patents, is seek-
ing a strategic business partner to join as 
CEO, to take owners patents and run, as he 
concentrates on developing other devices, 
to accomplish  Aeolus Air device mission to 
revolutionize air purification and pathogen 
shielding in many workplace situations. Our 
flagship product, the Airfield Unit, creates a 

powerful vertical laminar airflow creating a barrier arising from 
our Airfield Unit mounted under commerce countertops—forming 
an invisible shield that protects both employees and customers 
during face-to-face interactions. Ideal for commerce, healthcare, 
reception points, and beyond, the unit offers massive untapped 
market potential. We're looking for a partner to help scale produc-
tion, expand market reach, and drive growth across numerous 
industries. Join us in making clean air pathogen shielding a 
standard, not a luxury. 

AEOLUS AIR DEVICES, LLC
Robert Dockery
4358 Argos Dr
San Diego, Ca 92116
619-384-6742
www.aeolusairdevices.org
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		  March
Wed	 4	 Stated Meeting / 2026 Committeemen 		
		  (6:00 PM - Corned Beef & Cabbage)

		  April
Wed	 1	 Extinguishing of the Lights Ceremoney
		  Dinner: 6:00 PM, Ceremony: 7:00 PM
		  NO STATED MEETING
Sun	 5	 Relighting of the Lights Ceremony
		  Ceremony: 8 AM

ALL MEALS REQUIRE A RESERVATION 
WHICH CAN BE DONE THROUGH THE WEB SITE 

www.scottishritesandiego.org

Attention wives, family and care givers:  
Should the person to whom this newsletter is addressed 
be ill or in some difficulty, please call 619-293-4888.  

SAN DIEGO SCOTTISH RITE CONTACTS

Scottish Rite Office….....………………..…………(619) 293-4888
Meal Reservations……..…………………………..(619) 293-4888 

General Secretary Email……….........................jerry@sd-src.org
Bulletin Email……….…………………..........srpubs1@gmail.com
Website……………..………………www.scottishritesandiego.org
Language Center………….........…………….……(619) 291-2506
Language Center Email……...............................jcroft@casrf.org

The Bulletin is the official publication of the San 
Diego Bodies, Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite 

of Freemasonry.
The Bulletin is published monthly at:

1561 Camino Del Rio South
San Diego, CA 92108-3522

(619) 293-4888
www.scottishritesandiego.org 

The views expressed in the Bulletin are not nec-
essarily those of the Scottish Rite   Bodies.  Sub-
mission of articles are welcome and due by the 
Stated Meeting of the month preceding the 
publication.  All articles or ads will be placed in 
the Bulletin at the discretion of the Printmaster or 
Personal Representative due to space limitations 
and/or content.

The Bodies of the Ancient & Accepted Scottish 
Rite, sitting in the Valley of San Diego, Orient 
of California, acknowledge and yield allegiance 
to the Supreme Council (Mother Council of the 
World) of the Inspector General Knights 

Commander of the House of the Temple of Solo-
mon of the Thirty Third Degree of the Ancient 
& Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry of 
the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States 
of America, whose See is at Charleston, in the 
state of South Carolina.
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Sovereign Grand Commander

Ill:. Arthur L Salazar Jr, 33°
Deputy of the  

Supreme Council, 33°, SJ and  
President of the California  
Scottish Rite Foundation

Ill:. JoJo Quimpo, 33º
Personal Representative
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Ill:. Jerry Pennington, 33º
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Chapter of Rose Croix
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Council of Kadosh
Bro. Randy Roajs, 32° 
Commander

Consistory
Bro. Edgar Faralan, 32° 
Master of Kadosh

Officers of All Four Bodies

Ill:. Jerry Pennington, 33º        General Secretary
Hon. David Bean, KCCH                      Treasurer
Hon. Richard Bullard, KCCH                  Almoner


