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venerable Master's Message

How has the landscape changed over the last 70 years?
And what has changed over the last three years?

| was at the Scottish Rite building when the new Home De-
pot held its employee “soft” opening. Home Depot manage-
ment invited the Scottish Rite management to attend, so |
tagged along. It was nice to see the new facility and listen to
the inspirational talks designed to motivate the employees
just before the grand opening.

It truly is a beautiful store. And that is saying something
coming from a tool junkie who buys “stuff” whether | need it
or not. You could say that purchasing tools and other things
has become somewhat of a hobby for me and many other
men and women.

As | stood there looking around, | started thinking about
the landscape, the buildings, and what was here before
the Scottish Rite and Home Depot. That got me wondering
whether our membership might have questions about the
property and the buildings that now occupy it.

Most everyone knows the old Scottish Rite building was
originally a bowling alley called Bowlero. Before that, the
property was agricultural land.

Bowlero was built by the Skirball brothers in 1958. The
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Skirball brothers, primarily Jack H. Skirball and his broth-
ers were prominent American theatrical, film, and real es-
tate entrepreneurs. Best known for operating movie theater
circuits, producing Hollywood films and developing major
Southern California landmarks like San Diego's original
Bowlero and Vacation Village, now Paradise Point. Reports
differ on the exact number of lanes Bowlero had, with some
listing 56 lanes and others 80. The building itself was ap-
proximately 64,000 square feet.

From approximately 1964/65 through 2023, the property
served as the Scottish Rite event center. It was used for
Masonic events, but the facility was also rented for a wide
variety of other activities, including gun shows, bead shows,
bodybuilding events, and many other gatherings.

Then came another major change.
In 2024, Home Depot leased 7.92 acres of the Scottish
Rite property. The original building was demolished, and to-

day a brand-new Home Depot occupies that portion of the
property.

(continued on page 5)
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Melvin Earl CARD
Vista #687, Vista

Charles COLGATE
Friendship #160

Wolfram Richard FORSTER
La Jolla #518

Emmett O. MEERCHAUM, Jr.
Consuelo #325

Earl Lee OLIVER
East San Diego #561

Douglas SKAINS
Imperial #390

Soft and safe to thee, my Brother,
be thy resting place!

«CIRCLE OF CONCERN

GEROZA, Redento B
HODGE, Carmin
KOREY, Arnold L
LASERNA, Rafael C.
SALDANO, Richard M.

BALKIN, Herschel
BAUERSFELD, Richard
CARTER, Harold N.
COOK, Richard H.
DOMINGO, Bernardo P.
FEEZELL, James D.

€an you name this
Scottish Rite Mason?

Last month's picture was:
lll:. Keith Meeker, 33°

If you would like to submit younger pictures of your-
self for this fun section of the Bulletin, please send
them to:

JoJo Quimpo - Email: jojo@sd-src.org



RiteCare Childhood Language
Center of San Diego

Director / Speech Pathologist: Tina Burns
Administrative Assistant: Julie Croft
www.casrf.org/sandiego

Donations may be made by a group, an organization, a
couple or an individual, and may be made in honor of, or

in memory of someone held in particular esteem by the
donor. All donors are recognized in the Bulletin.

Thank You To Our Donors

Anniversary Club

William Mangum
Anthony Edelstein
Janet Pedersen
Rowland Realty

In memory of James Helt
Julie Croft

Let’s Talk Club

Jon & Nicloe Nevin

Chairmans’s Gold Club
Smith Family Trust

Page 3

Newss Grom The Center

Gom Tina Burns , MA CCC-SLP

Gack
to- Scnool

As summer comes to a close, the RiteCare Childhood Language
Center is excited about the work done to prepare children for

a successful return to school. Through our "Back to School"
therapy theme, we have been incorporating school-themed
books, games, and activities into therapy sessions to build the
communication skills children will use in the classroom. We are
also celebrating eight children who graduated from our program
this summer. Through their hard work, family support, and dedi-
cation, they are beginning the new school year with speech and
language skills that are on track with their peers and the confi-
dence to continue learning and growing. Throughout the summer,
we were also pleased to provide therapy services for several chil-
dren who receive speech-language services through their public
school district during the school year, helping them maintain and
strengthen their skills while school was out of session.

This summer also marked the launch of our very first Pre-Literacy
Skills Camp, led by Jenn. Three different groups of children met
throughout the week to strengthen phonological awareness, letter
knowledge, and other foundational pre-reading skills through en-
gaging, early literacy activities. The program was a great success
and provided children with a strong foundation as they prepare to
enter the classroom and begin learning to read.

We wish all of our RiteCare families a wonderful school year and
look forward to continuing to support their communication and
literacy growth throughout the year.
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Scottish Rite Scholarship Night

it

(L to R) Singing for the Crowd that evening was lll:. Mel Stein, 33°, PGM, Bro. Mike Singer, 32°, lll:. JoJo Quimpo, 33°, and Bro. Rod Cuevas, 32°;
Members of Black Mountain Lodge No. 845 was extremely generous in donating $1,000 to the RiteCare CLC. Ill:. Keith Meeker, 33° acted as the MC for
the scholarship presentations. The first presentation was given to Trent Brooks.

sentation went
to Jasper Gough as he delivered a heartfelt speech to the room. The next scholarship went to Ariana Heninger. She thanked the committee for making
her future education possible.

(L to R) The next scholarship went to Aliya Landes who stepped up to the microphone to honor the donors behind her scholarship, reflecting on how
their investment will shape her path forward; and the final scholarship went to Marely Montejo, who stood before the audience to offer a passionate
thank-you for her scholarship. Ill:. JoJo Quimpo, 33° addressed the crowd and the scholarship recipients.



Venerable Master's Message

Here are some interesting numbers that help put the chang-
es into perspective:

The entire Scottish Rite property encompasses approxi-
mately 13.65 acres.

The former Bowlero building was approximately 64,000
square feet.

The new Home Depot occupies approximately 7.92 acres.

The Home Depot's main building is approximately 106,880
square feet.

The garden center adds approximately 17,916 square feet.
The parking garage is approximately 155,013 square feet
and provides 459 parking spaces.

New turn lanes have also been added, so please pay par-
ticular attention when entering or leaving either the Home
Depot or Scottish Rite property.

Meanwhile, the new Scottish Rite building is a modern,
two-story facility of approximately 40,000 square feet. It sits
on just under 7 acres and has approximately 123 parking
spaces.

When you stop and think about it, the property has gone
through quite a transformation—from agricultural land to a
major bowling center, to a Scottish Rite event facility, and
now to two modern facilities serving very different purpos-
es. A lot can change in seven decades and even more can
change in just three years!

The Scottish Rite event for the month of September will be
the Feast of Tishri. This event will be held at the September
Stated Meeting and will be led by Il. John McQuown. The
Feast of Tishri is an annual event commemorating the har-
vest, the wandering of the Israelites in the wilderness, and
the dedication of King Solomon’s Temple.

We hope you will join us for this special evening.

And lastly, please RSVP for all events. Remember, if you
RSVP and do not attend, you will still be charged for the
meal.

On the level, my brothers,
Michael J. Singer, 32°
Venerable Master
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Masonic
Trivia

1) The marble and glazed terra-cotta Masonic
Temple in Fort Greene, Brooklyn, New York, was
designed by renowned architect James Monroe
Hewlett in 1909. By 1912, it was the home to
thirty-five local Masonic Lodges.

The 1200 seat concert hall on the ground floor is
quadruple height. Through the decades, the Ma-
sons have kept current with the changing trends
in entertainment.

Their auditorium has been the progressive scene
of vaudeville acts, rock-n-roll concert
performances, and professional women’s boxing
matches. Talk about rolling with the punches.

2) Prior to 1895, each US Postmaster was per-
mitted to design and make the hand stamps
used to cancel letters at his individual post office.

It was common for Freemason postmasters to
create cancellation stamps depicting a square
and compass, Masonic working tools, officer’s
jewels or York Rite and Scottish Rite symbols.
Modern philatelists prize envelopes bearing post-
age stamps adorned with these unique cancella-
tions as part of their collections.

Trivia obtained from Masonic Trivia by
Peter Champion, PM
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CALL OR TEXT TODAY

for your free consultation or
60 Second Home Valuation

Jay Sener
REALTOR®

Call/Text: (619) 846-1050
Jay@SanDiegoJay.com
or visit

B SanDiegoJay.com

Crest Home Care

10315 Thanksgiving Ln
San Diego, CA 92126

Phone: 619-887-2273
Fax: 619-460-5821

h ome care Email: contact@cresthcs.com

www.cresthcs.com

/ PRELATE’S MESSAGE N\

Great Architect of the Universe,

The heat of summer slowly
fades into autumn as we con-
tinue our journey through the
life You have given us. We
pray for the guidance and
direction that You offer to
illuminate our path.

Help us to be aware and accepting of that Light,
so we might share it abundantly. Amen

lll:. Davis Winesett, 33°

Charitable (jiviny

3% - MADE EASY!

¥

Generate income for you and your family
and help the charity of your choice through a
Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA).

When you make a donation of $5,000 or more to our

CGA program, you will receive quarterly income based

on your age and the corresponding rate as set by the
American Council on Gift Annuities.

OGO

BENEFITS OF A CGA*

EXAMPLE:
*  Fixed income for life $10,000 GIFT ANNUITY
¢ Significant tax deduction AGE 50 | 4.6%
¢ Competitive rate of return AGE GO | 5.2%
- Capi_tal gains tax a_dvantage AGE70 | 6.3%
* Gift Annuities are not available in some states.
AGE80 | 8.1%

Rebuilding the Temple Campaign
Scholarships
California Scottish Rite Foundation

‘These fixed rates, current as of

5/22/18, are for a single life Gift

Annuity. Chart is for illustrative
purposes only.

Contact Richard Nowacki, 32°, KCCH
at 202-232-3579 or
rnowacki@scottishrite.org

\ /
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Jim Desquitado
Insurance and Financial Services Agent
JIM DESQUITADO AGENCY

1446 HIGHLAND AVE

NATIONAL CITY, CA91950

Office 619-434-7406 Cell 619-419-8083
Fax 619-479-9074
jdesquitado@farmersagent.com

CA Producer LIC 0D38287

e

FARMERS

INSURANCE

Registered Principal, Securities offered through
Farmers Financial Solutions, LLC Member FINRA &SIPC

MC Autohinohens
Lot us find the vohkicle off youn theams”
CHINO TORRES

Autobroker

124 E. 30th St. Ste A2
National City, CA 91950

Tel: 619.995.5891
Email: mcauto.ct@gmail.com
Website: www.mcautobrokers.com

DAVID JADDA

Enrolled Agent /Tax Accountant

Tax Preparation ,Tax Resolution & Audits
Licensed Through Dept of Treasury & Internal Revenue Service

9655 Granite Ridge Dr, Ste 200
San Diego, CA 92123

TEL : 858-717-8020
| CELL: 310-359-3639

WWW.SANDIEGOVIPTAXES.COM

FD 1371/ COA 429

Dignity-

LEAH ANNE BALAGOT FLORES

C 619-227-7963
LeahAnne.Flores@DignityMemorial.com

GLEN ABBEY MEMORIAL PARK & MORTUARY l
3838 Bonita Rd. | Bonita, CA 91902
GlenAbbeySanDiego.net [
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Ill.}r'n'old L. Meloche, 33°
ILL. John O. McQuown, 33°

John W. Davis, 32°

Ill. Richard Chavez, 33°

David L. Price, 32°

Hon. Kevin Day, 32°, KCCH

Hon. James Achenbach, 32°, KCCH

Carlos Buzon, 32°

Aurora Vega-Buzon

Amanda Thompson-Buzon

Michael J. Singer, 32°

Ill:. George Geanoulis, 33°

Hon. Harold Thurber, 32°, KCCH

Neil Adrian Ignacio, 32°

Business Partner Solicitation — AEOLUS AIR DEVICES

AEOLUS AIR DEVICES, an innovative
startup with two granted patents, is seek-
ing a strategic business partner to join as
CEO, to take owners patents and run, as he
concentrates on developing other devices,
to accomplish Aeolus Air device mission to
revolutionize air purification and pathogen
shielding in many workplace situations. Our
flagship product, the Airfield Unit, creates a
powerful vertical laminar airflow creating a barrier arising from
our Airfield Unit mounted under commerce countertops—forming
an invisible shield that protects both employees and customers
during face-to-face interactions. |deal for commerce, healthcare,
reception points, and beyond, the unit offers massive untapped
market potential. We're looking for a partner to help scale produc-
tion, expand market reach, and drive growth across numerous
industries. Join us in making clean air pathogen shielding a
standard, not a luxury.

AEOLUS AIR DEVICES, LLC
Robert Dockery

4358 Argos Dr

San Diego, Ca 92116
619-384-6742
www.aeolusairdevices.org



San Diego Scottish Rite
Bulletin
(USPS 485-620)
1561 Camino Del Rio South
San Diego, Ca. 92108-3522

MONTHLY PUBLICATION

/

Postmaster: Send address
changes to
San Diego Scottish Rite
1561 Camino Del Rio Southj
San Diego, CA 92108-3522

September
Dress:

Business Casual

N\

ALL MEALS REQUIRE A RESERVATION
WHICH CAN BE DONE THROUGH THE WEB SITE
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Attention wives, family and care givers:
September Should the person to whom this newsletter is addressed
2 Wed  Stated Meeting (6:00 PM Dinner - be ill or in some difficulty, please call 619-293-4888.
Feast of Tishri - Beef Stroganoff and Chicken
Piccata)
SAN DIEGO SCOTTISH RITE CONTACTS
ish Rite OffiCe.....ccevviiieeeiieiiiiieiieeeenn, (619) 293-4888
October el .
7 Wed  Stated Meeting (6:00 PM Dinner - e (] ety
Knighting for KDEA and KSA) . . )
9-11 Fri-Sun Grand Lodge Annual Communication Sjlrl]eetirr?IESri:i'le e Al s o srpdﬁgc@@;riasﬁccg:g
14 Wed Scottish Rite Information Night | [,/ . — T e '

................... www.scottishritesandiego.org
........................................ (619) 291-2506

Language Center Email.........ccccccoeviieeiiinennnnnn, jcroft@casrf.org

The Bulletin is the official publication of the San
Diego Bodies, Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry.

The Bulletin is published monthly at:

1561 Camino Del Rio South
San Diego, CA 92108-3522
(619) 293-4888
www.scottishritesandiego.org

The views expressed in the Bulletin are not nec-
essarily those of the Scottish Rite Bodies. Sub-
mission of articles are welcome and due by the
Stated Meeting of the month preceding the
publication. All articles or ads will be placed in
the Bulletin at the discretion of the Printmaster or
Personal Representative due to space limitations
and/or content.

The Bodies of the Ancient & Accepted Scottish
Rite, sitting in the Valley of San Diego, Orient
of California, acknowledge and yield allegiance
to the Supreme Council (Mother Council of the
World) of the Inspector General Knights

Commander of the House of the Temple of Solo-
mon of the Thirty Third Degree of the Ancient

& Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry of

the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States

of America, whose See is at Charleston, in the
state of South Carolina.
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